
Thomas Gold went to China in the late 1970s as a US government-
sponsored exchange student, shortly after the Chinese Communist
Party introduced plans for economic reforms. This presentation
introduces the “baggage” he took with him to China and how it shaped
his expectations and interactions. He engaged primarily with three
communities: his classmates at Fudan University; people associated
with the Oberlin Shansi Memorial Association in Shanxi Province; and
athletes, performers, and officials he interpreted for during their trips to
the US beginning in 1974. He gained an understanding of how people
thought about the reforms and how they might take advantage of new
opportunities. 
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